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ABSTRACT ' 

Attitudes of youth (ages 14-21) toward fertility, 
expectations and women's roles are. examined for consistency (e.g., \ 
whether high career expectations are correlated with a desire for 
fewer children). Approximately 12 , 000 White, Black, and Hispanic 
youth rated their attitudes toward statements that a woman's place is 
in the home, employment of wives leads to^ juvenile delinquency, 
employment of both parents is an economic necessity, men should share 
housework, and women are happier when they stay at home. Results 
indicated that most youth tend to have nontraditional views^ on the 
role of women, although Hispanic youth tend more than their Black and 
Whijtp counterparts to believe that a woman's place is in the home. 
Young men, and women v/ho e.xpect to complete more education have less 
traditional views. Of' the three ethnic groups, only Black youth do 
not show congruence between attitixdes toward women's roles and 
^ fertility expectations. Evidence also suggests that as they grow 
•older, more youth view* home and non-home roles as potentially 
fconflicting. Females shoi/ greater consistency than males between 
fertility expectations and their* view of women's role. (KC) 



* Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made * 

* from the original document. * 

****************************************************** 



ERIC 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
NATIONAL INSTITU|E OF EDUCATION 
iOUCATlONAL RES0URt:6S INFORMATION 

CENTER lERlCl 
V^his doconrwns hd$ been r(ppioduc«»d as 

' ifce«ved I'oin ihe pofson Of 'oigani/Jtion 

oriQifuitng n 

MiooT changes h«3v*» been made to impfove 
, fep<oduci<onnuO!iiy 

• Points of vK*w Of opinions stated tn this docu 
ment do not n»K:'?ss*nly lepresent ofdciaJ NiE 
position or pol»Cy 



Attitude Consistency Among American Youth 



Frank L. Mott , Susan H. Mott 

"PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS 
MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY 

Center for Human Resource Research ^usan "ih /^tV^ 
Ohio State Univarsity 



TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOljrtCES 
IMFORMATION CENTER (ERIC)." 



June 1982 



For presentation at the 1982 meetings of the American 
Sociological Association, San Francisco, September 1982 

> 

*This report was prepared under a contract with the 
Employment and Training Administration, U.S. Department of 
Labor, under the authority cJf the Comprehensive Employment 
and Training Act. Interpretations or viewpoints do not 
necessarily represent the official position or policy of the 
Department of Labor. The authors thank.,Nan Maxwell for her 
excellent research assi stance, and Joan Crowley, Ron D'Amico, 
Oavid Shapiro, Lois Shaw, and Anne Sta'oham for their helpful 
comments on arl earlier draft of this paper. Responsibility 
for the contents of this paper rests with the authors. 



Abstract 

This study uses data from th~e National Longitudinal 

Survey of Work Experience of Youth for a representative 

sample of about 12,000 American youth, who were 14 to 21 

■years of age in 1979, to examine the extent of congruence 

between the attitudes of young men and women about the 

appropriate roles for women and their own fertility 

expectations. The study hypothesizes that women, whites, 

older youth, and youth expecti'ng to complete higher 

education should show greater independent associations 

between the.ir women's role attitudes and their fertility 

expectations. The results support these hypotheses, and the 

verified hypotheses are x:dnsistent with the notions that: 

(1) youch for whom attitudes toward women's roles and 

fertility expectations have more direct relevance, 

particularly in the short run, exhibit greater congruence 

between their values and expectations, and (2) youth who are 

less assimilated into the socioeconomic mainstream exhibit 

less congruence between their values and expectations, 

l)rimarily because the var 1 a'^bi 1 i ty in women's role attitudes 

exceeds the variability in fertility expectations and 

because youth who are less assimilated express mo^re 
» 

tradi tional values . 



The learntng of sex role attitudes, the preferences 
persons hold regarding sex role behaviors, begins in 
childhood, and evidence suggests that many a.dults continue 
to make significant distinctions between their children 
based on the child's sex (Lamb 1975, 1977 and 1978). 
Throughout the seventies, evidence has accumulated 
documenting a gradual shift toward more egalitarian sex. role 
attitudes (Duncan and Duncan 1978; Mason et al* 1975; 
Scanzoni 1976 and 1978; Thornton and Freedman 1979) and ^ 
behaviors (Lipman-Blumen 1975; Waite 1981). though men still 
appear to be more traditional or less egalitarian than women 
(Sexton 1979) and less educated persons appear to be more 
traditional than better educated persons (Sidel 1978), Some. 
evid.ence also suggests that while there is a trend toward 
the espousal of more modern or more egalttarian general sex 
role values, these attitudes are sometimes^ tempered-where 
specific sex role behaviors such as tbe legitiinacy of 
nonhome activities for mothers or the sharing of household 
responsibilities are in^volved (Thornton and Freedman 

1979) . The liberalizing of seK role attitudes has, 
nonetheless, profoundly affected the decision making process 
concerning appropriate male-female behaviors (Scanzoni 

1980) . Arrangements that were once taken for granted are 
nqw talked about and the consequences are weighed. 

As youth plan for adulthbod, they may consider the 
several major dioiensions of their prospective adult 
experiences within a coherent framework. Optimally^ a 



rational young woman will view her prospective family^ and 
nonfamijy responsibilites as part of a generalized 
orientation toward her intended adult life style, and a ^.^^^ 
rational young man'wil.l aemonstrate some consistency between 
his own ideas about how nany children he expects and what he 
views as the appropriate activities for his future wife. 
Scanzoni (1976) and Shaw and Statham (1982) have documented 
the correlation b.etween less traditional sex role attitudes 
and lower fertility expectations for ypung women and, to a 
lesser extent, for young men. 

To the degree "that the modernizing of women's role 
attitudes and behaviors h'^s not been uniform C^-ntwisle and 
Greenberger 1972; Angrist et al. 1975 and 1977; Sexton 1979; 
Sidel 1978) one might anticipate variations in-^the level of 
congruence between ideas regarding future home and nonhome 
activities. Changes ia attitudes are usually gradual but 
may occur at different paces for various population 
subgroups. At the earliest strage of attitude chang^, one 
might espouse an increasingly popular view without regard* 
for its consequences or implications. The attitudes held by 
women have become more progressive than those of men 
probably because the relevant issues impinge more directly 
on their lives. For this same reason, young women are 
-likely to bj^;more realistic, that is, to have a higher level 
pf congruence than young men* One might also expect 
variations in the level of congruence based on age or life 
cycle stage. To the extent that early adolescent girls and 



boys are less award of the potential conflicts between 
marriage and child raising and careers, one might expect 
their level of congruence on these issues 'to be lovrer than 
th«di*of their late adolesc$.ni:^counterparts . This 
anticipation is consistent with the findings of Stolzenberg 
and Waite (19-72) who report that the association between 
labor force participation plans and fertility expectations 
for women becomes increasingly stronger with age. 

Oife can also, considering the cultural heterogeneity of 
our society, anticipate variatiovis among the different 
ethnic groups not only in how they view the roles of men and 
women but in the degree of consistency between their 
expected f erti 1 ity' and role definitions. Ethnic variations 
have been demonstrated in the propensity of women to combine 

it 

home and work roles (Mott and Shapiro 1978), in attitudes 
regarding appropriate female role behavior (Gackenbach 1978; 
Mason and Bumpass 1973; Shapiro and Crowley 1980) and in 
fertility expectations (Bonham and ^Placek 1975; Shapiro and 
Crowley 1980). "~ ^ 

' Social psychological consistency theories postulate a 
basic Kiiman need for congruence among attitudes and 
behaviors (Heider 1944; Zajonc 1960). Most of these 
theories assume that the presence of inconsistency produces 
tension which causers an individual to rearrange his 
psychological world to produce consistency. Though 
consistency theory presupposes rationality, empirical 
obserations reveal many instances of irrational behavior or 
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attitudes. McGuire (1965) lists several ways in which 
inconsistency may be created within an individual who has a 
basic striving toward consistency. Paramount among these, 
for our present concerns, are conflicting social role^. 
From the developmental perspective, the period of greatest 
tension is the adolescent period during which an 
individual's social roles undergo the greatest change. ' 

This paper wiTi examine more closely than previous 
studiesi the issue of the consi sfaficy or congr*Usnce of* 
fertility expectations with attitudes regarding women's 
roles. This paper will also examine variations in the level 
of congruence for population subgroups which, to our 
knowledge, has not been done before. In so doing, ^we will 
'test the following hypiotheses which will be explicated 
further in a later section: 

1. Young women e^chibit more congruence between 
their intentions and values than young men. 

2. Older youth exhibit more congruence than 
younger youth; the sex differential in 
congruence harrows with age. 

3. Youth with higher levels of educationa^l ' 
intentions exhibit more congruence ''than 
youth with loVer levels of ^educational 

1 n t e n t i 6 n s ♦ * 

4. Hispanic and black yguth^ exh ibi t more 
traditional values and less congruence than 
do white youifi". 



The Data * 

Data from the new youth -cohort of the National 
Longitudinal Surveys of Work Experience enable us to test 
these hypotheses directly (Center for Human Resource 
Research 1981). This survey is funded by the U.S. 
Department of Labor, and the National Opinion Research 
Cen.ter conducts the interviewing. The survey will continue 
for at least six annual survey rounds.^ The first nound, 
completed during the first half of 1979, included interviews 
wit,h 5,578 male and 5,835 female youth age 14 to 21 in the 
civilian population and an additio'nal 1,281 military 
youth. "Oversamples" of black and Hispanic youth an.d white 
youth from economically disadvantaged backgrounds were 
included to provide sampljp sizes suffTcTently large enough 
for statistically reliable ethnic and socio-economic?" 
comparison. Also included were interviews with 
-a()proxinvately 1 ,900 Hispanic youth., 2 ,900'black youth, 1,700 
economical ly, disadvantaged v{hite youth and 4,900 other white 
''youth distributed approximately evenly betwieen male and 
female youth. The subsets can be weighted up to a 
representative national cross-section of American male and 
female youth aged 14 to 21 iii 1979. This first survey round 
included the data utilized in our paper. 

Whi^e th2 principal focus of the data set is on 
questions relating to the past and prosfective educational," 
employment and training experiences of youth, it also 
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includes a wide variety of questions relating to this 
groups* socioeconomic and demographic backgrounds^ These 
q'Ue|^ions provide 'information on the respondents* and their 
parents' birth place, their current and childhood religion 
and religious attendance, their attitudes regarding women's 
roles, and ti^ir past fertility experiences and prospective 
fertility intenti ns. A unique a.spect ^of- the data set is 
that the questions on fertility expectations and attitudes 
regarding women's roles afe^ asked of youth of both sexes. 

Thus, it is possible to examine not oaly sex differences in 

■J 

fertility expectations, but also sex differences in the 
extent of th.e congruence betwee-n fertility expectations and 
attitudes regarding the appropriate adult roles for women. 

the questions on fertility expectations and the 
possible limitations of these items are noted in the 
appendix. The interview schedule includeid eight separate 
items focusing on various dimensions of women's roles. 
These eigr^t items, which are specified in Table 1, were 
chosen for inclusion in the interview instrument partly 
because some of them had been asked in earlier survey rounds 
of the original NLS young men's and womens's cohorts and 
partly because they are items that nave been frequently usad 
and cited in the literature (Mason et.al., 1975). 

The Hypotheses 

The objective of this research is to examine the 
patterns of consistency or congruence between fertility 



expectations and attitudes regarding women's role-s for 
various subsets of American youth-.- One can argue that men- 
who are more sensitive to equality of opportunity for women 
and equal distributions of responsibility between the sexes 
would consider smaller famtly sizes- preferable, all other 
things being equal. In addition, women with ambitious 
career aspirations should rational ly have smal 1 er f ami ly 
size desires. Whi 1 e. i nconsi stency on th-ese issues is 
G-ertainly possible given the conflicting norms of our 
S9ciety, individuals with a high level of congruence on 
these issues might be regarded as having a more realistic 
view of the future. 

Achieving both equality of roles and large family size 
would ordinarily require a major input of household effort 
on the part oY the male partner. Thus, this combination 
would on average require a larger role transition for the 
mah th'an is commonly evidenced- (Vanek 1980; Thornton and 
Freeman 1979). We hypothesize that while social pressures 
will at. this point in history cause young men to verbalize 
positive responses regarding role equal itarianism, the 
ex'tensicn of these expressions to action ts'probably more 
tenuous 'f*r men than for women. It is likely, therefore, 
that a weaker link will be foufld between attitudes towards 
woman's roles and expressed fertility intentions for men 
than for women. The woman is more likely to have 
internalized the direct connection between various aspects 
of her future activity and fertility intentions than the 



man. Our research wi'll t^st this hypothesis. 

As youth 'age from 14 to 21 they move toward a life 
cycle stage where they ai^e increasingly forced to mesh 
ideals and reality, thu's, as they ^tge, we hypothesize that 
increasingly strong fis.sociations between fertility 
expectations arid other generalized ideas regarding 

appropriate adult role behaviors f OT^-nWoiilen should exist. 

V- V- 

While this conn'ect ion , shoul d be stronger 'for women than for 
men, we anticipate some n-arrowing of "the .sex gap in this- 
discrepancy as youth age, to the extent -that ideas about 
women's roles or chi Tdbear i ng are relatively ev6n more 
abstract^'n early adolescence for boys than Tor girls^v A . 
comparison of the association betw.een attitudes towards^ 
women's roles and f erti 1 i ty :expectat ions-j^ithin a hig.hly. 
controlled multivariate framework for young merf and woip'en at 
different ages will enable us to examine ^vhether there is 
indeed a narrowing i,n attitudinaJ cbngruence between the 
sexes as they age, ' . * *\ 

Youth with higher "educational intentions are more 
likely to plan rationally their future, "higher' educatio.na'l 
expectations are correlated with definite career plans;* that 
is, youth who plan to attend school after^ high school are 
more likely to be obtaining that education with specific 
career intentions in mind. * We anM*tipffte t'hcrt^this * ' ^ 
rationality will also carry ovet* irvto the s^ph'ere u*f • ' 
congruence between attitudes regardi ng ^wojnen ^s rqles and. 
expected fertility.. Thus, we hypothesize a higher level- of- 



congruence on these is;sues for youth with higher levels of.- 
educational intentions, v . ' • 

Finally, wa expect that black, v/hite alid Hispanic youth 
will vary with regard to how well they integrate t'fieir ideas 

* K ' 

about home and nonhome activities., There a^re known to he 

differences between w.iitte, bl'a^ck and Hi'spani.c, Americans in 

their attftudes regarding appropriate adult roles Jor 

^ ' (f ' * 

women. . In some cases minority grbiips"' in the U.S. have been 
, . \. . . 

i found to espouse more traditional value.s regarding ^ 
iappropriate behavior for'.women (Shapiro and Crowl ey .1980 ; 
Mason and Bumpass rg?^). Jesse Bernard ( 1955) f or. 
instance, reports that in a study, of -the fam'ql.ies of college 
stxidents .the proportion of ro i e- re versed famil-ies (families 
.in which the mother played the instrumental role atidvthe 
father pUyed the expressive role) was high.er among .whites . 
th.an blacks; Th\s finding' suggests ^that when both .parents 
are present, the bUck family is more traditional than the. 
whits family and transm.its more traditional values in the 
'childhood socialization process. Similarly, Montiel (1973) 
.reports that there'is a rijore tradi tional . family structure 
among Chic'anos than among whites in American society,. 

It is not at. all cl,ear, however, .that major ethnic 
variations in fertility expe,GtatiOns exist any. 1 onger ' f or 
American youth (U.S. Bureau of the .C^asus . 1979) . If -.an ' 
abUnce of these variations is i'ndeed the case, it speaks 
for less attitude congruence among mi'nority than white 
youth. In" this'case, however, the lack of coogruerjxe occurs 
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not because modern views of female roles conffict with 
earlier norms about family size, but because new norms about 
smaller family size are. less consistent with traditional 
attitudes about yomen's roles. In other word.-., for some 
population subgroups, changes in fertility norms have 
actually outpaced changes in expressed af\titudes about 
women's roles. \ 

Black adolescent women have at this poinH in' history 
probably intern^J^zed important dimensions of their likely 
adult existence to a greater extent than their male 
counterparts. Fi^stj many wi 1 1 . h-ave to work when they reach 
adulthopd, a reflection of. their lower economic status and 
greater l-ikelihood of ! not having a husband (Mott and 
Shapiro 1978; Mott -nd Maxwell 1981). Second, given the 
fact 'that they will probably be the principal homemaker, one 
important way in which they will' be able to cope will be by 
having a small family. In this sense, certain conflicting 
pressures may come into play; historically, black women, 
who' have tended to be of lower sccioeconomit. status-, have 
had many children, partly reflecting a lack of modern family 
planning knowledge and technology and partly reflecting 
traditional ideas regarding the, positive value of a large 
family (Bonham and Placek 1975). Considerable evidence 
exists now, however, indicating that yoyng black women have 
internalized the "child values" of the dominant white 
culture and perhaps want even fewer children tharv white 
women (Westoff and Ryder -1977 ; Stevens 1981).' Blacks in 



American society are an extremely' upwardly mobile group. 
One important mechanism for reaching middle class status is 
employmC'nt--of all adult family members. Indeed, there is 
evidence that an important way for black families to attain 
middle class status is by having the wife and other family 

t 

members work. Black families attaining a. given income level 
do so by having, on average, more wage earners than 
comparab''e white families (Mott 1979). In addition, an 
upwardly mobile black is less able to draw on familial 
resources for support than' is a white person. An upwardly 
mobile young black woman, in particular, attendiilg college 
or forming an adult family unit is much more likely to come 
from a poor background. Thus, she is less likely to have 
^savings or accumulated assets partly because there are fewer 
intergenerational transfers she can r'eceive from her 
parental family (Mott and Shapiro 197B). All of these 
factors are consistent with a greater need for young black 
women to work and, rationally, to anticipate and actually to 
have fewer children. We hypothesize, consequently, that 
less congruence as well as more traditional values regarding 
women's roles will be expressed by black men than by black 
women, paralleling similar sex attitude discrepancies 
hypothesized to be prevalent within the white population 
group (Scanzoni 1975; Entwisle and Greenberger~1972 ; Angrist 
et al. 1976 and 1977; Sexton 1979). 

One might anticipate a similar network of associ ati onsT^ 
in many respects, for Hispanic-American youth. There is,. 
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however, one major difference between this group and black 
youth. On average, the Hispanic youth and their families 
have been in the United States for a much shorter j fTme and 
therefore- are perhaps less assimilated into the Urger 
s^^ety. For this reason, their ideas regarding appropriate 
roles for women may be. more traditional. 

Stevens (1981) pert.itions an individual's level of 
social mobility into mean mobility, which is a function of 
the mobility of the social class of origin, and relative' 
mobility, which is a function of individual endeavors, 
motivations, skills, and luck. He finds the former 
negatively related to fertility and ti^ latter positively 
related. We hypothesize that the lower mean mobility for 
Hispanic men and women will be associated with more 
traditional values regarding woijien's roles, which in the 
absence of significant ethnic variations in fertility 
expectations of youth (U.S. Bureau of the Census 1979) will 
lead to a lower level of congruence between fertility 
expectations and ideas regarding women's roles. We 
hypothesize, then, that for Hispanics, changes in expected 
fertility have outpaced changes in attitudes toward women's 
roles . 

While the young adult Hispanic generation is also 
-s^^n-ev^h-a-t_upwardly- mobile, it may not yet be so to the same 
extent as the young blacks who, as noted, are probably 
accultirrated to a greater degree. If this 'assumption is 
true, one might find for Hispanics less conflict between the 
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sexes at this point in history. Sty/^os (1981), for 
instance, finds no difference in fertility desires between 
ilispanic men and Hispanic women. ^ 

Methodology 

The primary objective of this research is to examine 
the extent to which the various population subgroups 
specified earlier differentially view their fertility future 
and ideas regarding appropriate roles for women withir a 
coherent framework. Conriruence or lack of congruence may be 
a reflection of the extent to which population subgroups, 
differ with regard to their fertility expectations, their 
ideas regarding women's roles, or some combination of both - 
of these factors. In the section that follows, the tabular 
materials are included as a mechanism for clarifying the 
likely basis for f erti 1 i ty--women ' s roles discrepancies for 
the various' population subgroup.s with a particular focus on 
the extent to which the discrepancies are sensitive to 
respondents' anticipated levels of education. 

Because we are concerned with fertility-attitude 
associations rather than any implied causations, the 
subsequent multivariate analysis will examine within a 
partial correlation context the independent association 
between fertility expectatio.ns and wgmen's ''o^ attitudes, 
controlling for a full range of background factors generally 
considered to be correlated with fertility and/or women's 
roles attitudes, li more complete specification of the 
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modeling is ind,icated later. 

Adolescent Views on the Adult Roles of Women 

The eight, attitude items representing the components of 
our women's role scale in the multivariate analysis and the 
responses of the youth on these items are included in 'Table 
1. (The complete questions may be found in Table A of the 
Appendix.) Th„e majority of the items focus directly on the 
employment aspect of women's roles. While the face validity 
of the appropriateness of most of the items within the. 
context of^a more or less traditiondl orientation regarding 
appro.priate roles for women should be clear, some of the 
items will also^be directly sensitive to other economic, 
factors. For. example, responses to the statement" 
"employment of both parents is necessary to keep up with the 
high cost of living' will also reflect a respondent's actual 
and anti-cipated need to work, or to have a spouse work. In 
this context, this rfespanse should s-ill be a useful 
indicator of how a youth views his or her fertility fu-ure. 

Most youth, regardless of their ethnic origin or sex, 
generally tend to have views on most of the items consistent 
with a non-traditional orientation towards the appropriate 
role for women. The percent agreeing with the various 
attitude items follows a similar p-attern for both sexes, 
although for the most part, and not i^expectedly, women have 
more liberal views than men.^ About 78 percent of the' young 
men and 84- percent, of the young women agree with the 
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statement, "men should share the housewor k"--a statement 
that is probably hard to disagree with publigly n an era of 
almo.st universally expressed notions of work equality, if 
not role equality. Also, only about 30 percent of the young 
men and 15 percent of the women feel that "a woman's place 
is in the home," another item where di sagreemp.nt might be 
difficult to express. 

For the most part, Hispanic men and women have, on 
average, more .traditional views than their white and black 
counterparts. Tfciis tendency reflects their lesser 
assimilation into the larger society as indicated in Table 
2, which shows the percent agreeing with the eig'T\t items 
separately for native and foreign born Hispanic youth. I.n 
almost all cases, the foreign born youth have more 
traditional values than the native born youth, with this 
differential being prevalent for both the young men and 
women. Indeed, in a number of instances, the attitudes of 
the native-born Hispanic youth do not differ markedly from 
those of all American youth. Attitudes for'native born 
Hispanic youth that still differ from those of other 
American -youth fall between attitudes of the foreign born 
Hispanic youth and the white group. 

Black and jvhite respondents showed major disagreement 
on only two items; black respondents were more likely than 
whites to feel that "employment of both parents is necessary 
to keep up with the high cost of living," a finding that is 
not surprising considering their lower average economic 
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Status. Blacks were also more likely to feel that "women 
are happier if they stay at home and take care of the 
children," an item more closely related with traditional 
views regarding the role of women. 

Since this research focuses on youth who, for the most 
part, are still enrolled in school, expected education is 
useol as a proxy for those life style dimensions where 
educational attain^ient is ordine^rily used. Thus, years o'f 
schooling expected is likely to be associated with 
anticipated higher incomes, anticipated higher occupational 
status and work participation and probably with more liberal 
views regarding the adult roles of women. As Table 1 
suggests, young men and women who expect to complete more - 
education do indeed have less traditional views. Also, the 
magnitude of the differences in the attitudes by education 
are generally $imilar for the young men and women, although 
educated women continue to have more liberal views than the 
men who plan (or have completed, in some cases), hig'her 
education. 

The data haye shown in general, however, that 
significant differentials in attitudes regarding women's 
roles do exist within the youth population. These 
differences are particularly pronounced between the sexes, 
between those expecting more or less education and, to a 
lesser degree, among Hispanic, black, and white youth. The 
principal focus of this paper, however, is not on these 
differentials, but rather on 'whether these differentials are 
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congruent with fertility expectations for the same youth. 

Fertility Expectations and Women's Roles; Initial Evidence 
of Congruence 

The average young man or woman in the -NLS youth sample 
expects to have about 2.45 children with no major difference 
being evidenced overall between men and women (see Table 
3).-^ Thus, in 'the aggregate, sex differences in attitudes 
towards women's roles do not carry over to parallel 
differences in fertility expectations. For white 
respondents, who account for the bulk of the population, 
there are no significant sex 'differences in fertility 
expectations. For both black- and Hispanic youth, however, 
boys expect more children than girls, consistent w^ith their 
somewhat more traditional orientation concerning the 
appropriate adult activities. for women. 

It is important to note the positive association 
between educational expectations and fertility expectations, 
particularly for the white youth. Most of the literature 
focusing on the association between education and fertility 
hypothesizes and confi'rms that educational attainment is . 
inversely related with fertility (Blake 1967 ; WeStoff and 
Ryder 1977). Although most studies have concentrated on 
attained education and completed fertility, recent data ,.f-of' 
young U.S. female cohorts continue to express an inverse 
compl e.tB-d-edu"CaTion-f ert i 1 i ty expectation association. For 
most younger age groups, June 1978 Census data suggest the 
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traditional inverse association between years of school 
completed and lifetime births expected (U.S. Census 1979). 
Whether our results reflect a.i incongruity associated with 
life cycle stage or perhaps a new trend developing remains 
to be seen, b\it to the extent that educational expectations 
are interwoven with both "fertility expectations and 
attitudes regard'ing women's roles, major changes in the 
education-fertility association may be relevant. Indeed, 

even at this gross level of analysis, certain inherent 

inconsistencies are apparent as, on average, those men anci 
women with more liberal attitudes are the same educational 
subsets as those wanting more children. 

Only Hispanic youth follow the; traditional pattern of 
inverse association .between educational and fertility 
expectations, perhaps reflecting their different stage in 
the assimilation process. They may view the upward mobility 
process as one requiring them to have fewer children if they 
wish to move up the educational and occupational ladder. 

The education-f erti I'ity association for whit2 male and 
female youth can perhaps be most easily interpreted from an 
ectMiomic perspective; white youth expecting more education 
may al'^^be anticipating a relatively high future living 
standard. this life cycle point they may have intentions 
of translating^this income into a greater "acquisition" of 
children, viewing th-^Ti as one of a range of "consumer ^ " 
durables" a couple can a-cquire. Inconsistencies between 
fertility intentions and fe^tvale roles may become more 
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apparent as youth age,, of course, and ideas regarding 
expected number of children (and/or appropriate roles for<> 
^women) may change. 

When the eight attitude items are collapsed into one 
scale ranging from 8 to 40, a clear overall association 
,between fertility expectations and attitudes regarding 
women's roles is evidenced. Each of the eight items is 
scaled from one to five with one being the nontradi tional 
{>ole and five being the most traditional. Thus, a young man 
^or. woman who "strongly disagreed" with the traditional 
pet^spective on each of the items would have a score of 
eight. At the other extreme, a respondent replying in a 
most traditional manner on all the items would score a 40. 

Table 4 shows a- positive association between a 
traditional attitude orientation and the number of children 
one expects both for all young men and young women, 
although, as expected, the association is clearer and 
stronger for women. The aohtradi tional pol ar group of women 
expect about 2.2 children, compared with almost 2. 9. children 
for the trad1tion?il polar group". Jhe male group ranges 
from, in contrast, about 2.3 td 2.6 children, with the 
pattern being slighly erratic. 

The white association by sex is, of course, quite 
similar to the overall pattern. In particular, white 
females show a strong positive pattern, whereas tha male 
association is somewhat erratic except for the clearly 
higher fertility expectations for the polar traditional 
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group. These results are, of course, consistent with the 
earlier expressed hypothesis of a greater congruence between 
the fertility and home-nonhome activity dimensions for women 
than for men. 

.Both male and female black youth show a much more 
erratic association between fer.tility expectations and role 
attitudes. There is little difference, in addition, between 
the b'lack male and female associations in this noncontrolled 
two-dimensional association. Both H.ispanic males and 
females, on the other hand, show a "rational," albeit 
somewhat erratic, pattern as those with more traditional 
views also expect more, ch i 1 dren . 

The stratification of the sample by education 
expectations provides initial confirmation of our hypothesis 
that youth planning mora education exhibit more congruence 
between their women's role attitudes and fertility ' 
expectations than do youth planning less educa.tion. Men 
with high educational intentions apparently make a closer 
association between their expressed at.titudes and 
expectations than men wi/th lower educational intentions. 
This education differeniiaT is particularly strong for the 
women. 

Young women who expect to complete at least some 
conege show an extremely strong positive association 
between fertility and traditional ity. 'These women are 
apparently making a much closer t-ie between prospective home 
and nonhome activities than are the less educated graup. 

: i^i 
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The sex differentia'! rema-ins strong for both education 
subgroups.^ Though the prospective college men show a closer 
association than those expecting less education, their 
association appears wGa.ker than that for the women. 

The_v^ariations by educational expectations within "the 
white, black and Hispanic groups, though not pre^sented here, 
show similar patterns, but for the two ^mi nori ty groups these 
patterns are slightly erratic, probably reflecting smaller, 
sample size*^ ff3 

Sex Role and Fertility Expectation C ongruence: A 

■ ^-1.^ 

Multivariate Perspective 

The major themes considered in this research relate to 
th'e extent of the congruence bet'ween prospective home and 
nonhome activ-ities for American youth. In particular, to 
what extent does this congruence vary between the sexes, by 
age, by educational expectations, and among white, black, 
and Hispanic youth? The principal hypotheses are that 
congruence snould be greater for young women for whom the 
activities being discussed are more relevon-t; that the 
congruence should be greater for both older boys and gjrls 
who are approaching adulthood; that there should be greater/ 
congruejice for youth who expect to complete more e^ucati-on ^y 
and finally, that the congruence should be greater for. white 
youth than for the minority, particularly the Hispanic 
youth. 

« 

To test these hypotheses, we examine in this sectio 
the strength of the association, measured by the partial 

r 

2^t 
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correlation coefficient, between the composite women's role*'- 
attitude item specified earl ie-r"a'nd the number of 'children 
respondents^exp.e^t-'ir&'Tfave, controlling for other variables ' 
fre^(^uently considered to be associated with these -two 
factors. These control variables are listed in Txa-ble 5,^ 
and the relevant partial correlations are presented in 
Tables 6 and 7. In all instances, the part^ial correlations 
presented in Tables 6 and 7^are from multivariate analyses 
of stratified subsamples of the population. For example, 

I 

the partial correlation coefficient between women ' s role 
attitudes and fertility expectations for men age 20 and 21 
comes from a model limited to .this age and sex grotip, 
controlling for all of'the other variables (e>xcept age) 
listed in Table 5, and so on. 

The composite women ' s role attitude item is related to 
fertility expectati.ons within^ both the overall male and 
fdmale models. - It may be^ noted in Tabl-e 6, however, th-at • 
while this relationship is significant for females of all 
ages, it is only significant for the older males. This sex 
differential, however, as can he seen fr.om the correlation 
coefficients for the separate ethnic mo^lels, reflects sole'ly 
the influence of the white subset. The result, then, is 
consistent with the earlier uncontrolled tabular data that 
s.uggested a lesser sex differential in attitude congruence'^ 
for the minority groups. .^^ 

Of the- three ethnic groups, only the 'black-youth do not 
show 'ny apparent congruence bet'ween^atti'tudes towards 



ij^omen's roles and fertility expectations after controlling", 

for the other relevan't demographic a^d socioeconomic 

' ■ i 

factors. Thus, black you'th. apparentl y do*not view the horre-*. 
nbnhome dimensions of .the expectation and attitude items* 
within a 'common' fiiamework . ■ 

An examination o'f the attitude congruence for the 
separate age .models also* suggests results genera-llyS" 
consiste'nt with the hypothesis relating to increasing 
realism associated w-ith approaching adulthood. For both the 
boys and girls,. the partial correlation between -the attitiMe 
variable and expected f ert i 1 i ty ^'ncreases in size and 
generally gains irf. significance between the youngest (age 14 
to 17) and oldest jage 20 to 21) groups, suggesti'ng that 
■youth do indeed tend -i ncreas i ngl y .to view different aspects 
of their approaching adult life style within a more coherent 
framework as they attain maturity. 

Some evidence- also 'suggests that the gap between the 
sexes with respect to this congruence does narrow ,as 
adulthood is app/oached. As hypothes ized^' in early 
adolescence, whereas girls may give some thought to their 
forthcoming adulthood, the relationship* between' forthcoming 
fatherhood possibilities and views regarding one's 
pro-^pective wife's acti v-i ties are remote for 'boys! The ' / 
insignificant partial correlation coefficie^W: for -boys 4ind 
the significant partial correlation coefficient for girls in 
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the l^j^o 17 year old model support this hypothesis 
The partial correlation coefficients are highly 
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signiZ-icant., on' the bther hand, for b'ot'h sexes ages 20 to 21 
.suggesti-ng that the realism gap between the sexes does 
narrow as adulthood becomes nmmi nent^ , ^8y age 20, young men 
are apparently increas,ing ly vievjTng" concepts of fatherhood 

and women's roles' in juxtaposition. 

■ . ' . >- ' , 

As. also suggested by the" 'tabuj af' resul ts , congruence 
between attitudes towards woman's roles, and fer*tility • 
expectations -is evidenced much more strongly i;or tliose youth 
expe'(;t'ing to atte.nd eollege^vas leen clearly in Jal^'le 7.^ 
F;)r' both boys and.gir-ls, the association between th6' women's 
role item and fertility expectations is much stronger for 
those expecting at least 13 years of school.^ In'fa'.ct, young 
men. not expecting to' attend^ co 1 1 ege apparently see no- 
associafion betiVeen 'hoymany children they expect to have * 
and -what .they view as a woman's r^le,. Thus; fo.r th^ most 
part,, it is onl5^at the h igher . educational levels that home 

V. 4 f 

and n-onhome ro,les* are. vi ewed as potent'i al ly- conf 1 i ct^ ng . 
, ' • ■ <• , 

Perhaps a greater carfeer^ orientation- ambrig those expecting 

• , " 

more schooling is viewed by. thes^ nes.pondents as a g'reater 

• ^ 

potentia^l soured -^f conflict. - 

Gone lus ion . ^ ■ . 

' . • • ' • • ... 

Consistent with what 1^ genrall^y assymed, m'o5t American 

male and femaVe youth, when asked their ideas about the 

appropriate adul-r roles for wome.n, verbalize resportses" that 

could be anticipated--they say there should be equafjty irt 

the home and in the work place. Variations do , ;of, course , 
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exist, as wolfnen feel stronger about these issues than do 

:r,en. Also, white youth, who presumably have more completely 

internalized the verbalized "norms" in this regard, gjve, on 

average, less traditional responses, although we have shown 

that in many instances, black and Hispanic youth verbalize 

•similar responses. 
» 

When these responses are viewed within a somewhat 
broader context, however, ambiguities in interpreting these 
responses become evident; females show a greater degree of 
consistency betv^een their responses along the^ women's role 
dimension and fertility intention than do majles; white youth 
evidence more consistency irt their responses<i> than minority 
youth, particuliirly Hispanic youth; youth with higher 
educational intentions show greater cjTnsistency than youth 
with lowfer educational intentions; and yrunger youth show 
less coherence^ in their responses thart ol.der youth. In 
particular, white gifls show signif ixiantly more rationality, 
rs measured by response, congruence, than any o.f the other 
population subgroups ex-amined in this study. 'It is thus 
suggested, at this point in our h,istory, that while 
'•approprTate" responses (as measured by what is generally 
verbalized in^the larger society) to ques.tions relating to 
the roles of^women will generally be verbalized by most 
young adults, the extent to which these verbalized responses 
represent the inner feelings of many of the youth remains to 
be seen. One' encourag ing factor in this regard is the 



apparent increasing congruence in the attitude convergence 
between boys and girls as they approach "adulthood. 




Ji7 



Footnotes 



AppendU jncludes a oiscussion of how these data 
compare vhth comparable Census estimates. 
'While space limitations do not permit their presentation 
here, seven of the eight component attitude items howed the 
expected association between traditional ity and higher 
fertility expectations to a much greater extent for those 
"^expecting more education. The only item showing a similar 
albeit more modest assaciation for both education groups was 
the item relating to the sharing of housework. This 'item 
was the least useful predictdr for the respondents 
anticipating moreLeducation. 

^For discussions of the relationships between these 
varialbles and fertility see Blake 1967; Duncan et al. 1965-; 
Ryder, and Westoff 1971; Stolka ^and Bargett 1969;, Westoff et 
al. 1^63; Westoff and Ryder 1977; Whelpton et al. 1966. 
The pattern of the education differential in cbngruence is 
very similar when viewed through cros.s-tabular analysis 
(Tabid 4) to the pattern when viewed in the controlled 

. m!jlti-jvariate framework (Table 7), suggesting that in thi^s 
case the additional controls explain^ less than we 

•anticipated. 
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Table 1 Percent Agreeing With Women ',5 Role Items, by Ethnicity, Sex, and Education Expectations 



Statement « 



Total 



M 



Hispanic 



Black 



M 



Wh i te 



A woman's place is in the home 
A wife doesn't have time for employment 
A working wife feels more useful 
The employment of*v/ives leads to 

juvenile delinquency j 
Employment of both parents is necessary. 

to fight inflation 
It is better if the man works and 

the woman stays home 
Men should share -the housework 
Women are happier if they stay home 
Sample size 



A woman's place is in the home 

A wife doesn't have time for employment 

A working wife feels more useful 

The employment of wives leads to 

juvenile delinquency 
Employnent of both parents in necessary 

to fight inflation 
It is better if the man works and the 

woman stays at home 
Men should share the housework 
Women are happier if they stay home 
Sample size 



A woman's place is in the home 
A wife doesn't have time for employment 
A working wife feels more useful 
The employment of wives leads to 

juvenile delinquency 
Employnent of both parents is necessary 

to fight inflation 
It is better if the man works and the 

woman stays home 
Men should share the housework 
Women are happier if they stay home 
Sample ^ize 



29.9 
33.7 
69.3 



,9 
77.8 
32.7 

5538 



38.5 
42.4 
70.6 



56.7 
72.9 
42.4 
2810 



22.5 
26.2 
68.2 



40, 
82. 
24. 



2728 



TOTAL 



M 



14.8 
21.8 
60.4 



40.7 
^5.8 
64.1 



20.5 
32.9 
62.9 



29.0 
38.7 
71.7 



14.8 
21.9 
66.0 



29.3 
31.9 
69.2 



34.8 
83.8 
24.4 

5813 



58.8 
78.4 
49.6 
899 



42.9 
81.5 
38.3 
931 



50.5 
75.1 
40.1 
1424 



38.5 
85.1 
28.8 
1472 



46.7 
78.3 
30.2 
3215 



EXPECTED EDUCATION 0-1 2. YEARS 



21.9 
27.8 
62.8 



50.8 
55.9 
63.0 



29.0 
39.1 
68.5 



36.7 
45.7 
-70.8 



'23.0 
32.4 
66.9 



37.8 
40.6 
71.2 



44.9 
78.1 
34.4 
2666 



66.2 
73.5 
61.3 

484 



52.2 
77.0 
47.6 

455 



55. B. 

70.1 

49.2 

74,4 



50.3 
79.6 
40.5 

645 



56.1 
73.4 
39.5 

1582 



EXPECTED EDUCATION 13+ YEARS 



9 
17 



.4 
.3 



78.8 



30.4. 

35.1 

65.8 



12.1 
27.2 
58.0 



21.1 
31.5 
72.8 



8.6 
13.9 
65.5 



22.2 
24.9 
67.7 



27.2 
87.9 
16.8 
3147 



50.6 
83.8 
36.1 
415 



34.3 
85.5 
28.7 
476 



45.4 
80.1 
30.4 

580 



29.3 
89.0 
19.6 

527 



38.9 
82.3 
22.6 

1533 



14.3 
20,9 
59.3 



"^'-^ ^^-^ ^^-^ 2^-^^ 22.5 

62.5 68.1 64.9 72.9 77.8 80.8 59.8 65.5 



33.5 
83.7 
22.8 
3410 



21.1 
26.0 
61. .6 



33.6 27.0 40.4 35.6 31.1 27.4 33.5 26.1 
66.8 69.9 65.6" 74.3 81.0 83.0 65.3 o7.2 



43.3 
78-.0 
32.1 
1566 



9.3 
17.2 
57.7 



26.5 19.7 28.8 24.4 23.0 17'.5 26.8 19.7 
58.7 66.6 63.6 71.2 74.2 79.2, 56.1 6-4.2 



26.4 
87.8 
15.6 

1844 
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Tjble 2 Percent of Hispanks Agreeing „1th taenjs Role At«Ju,d<irsex and Place of 



Statement . 



"MaTe" 



Bor 



i-emale 



n U.S. Foreign born born U.S. Foreign born 



Women's place is in benfe 




31. b 


t 

15.8 


35.6 


Wife doesn'Mrave time for work 


41.8 


54.4 


29.0 


46.8 


•J^orlcing wife feels more useful 


J 68.0 . 


55.1 


64.0 


60.0 


Wife employnent causes juvenile 








delinquency 


oi .y 


42.2 


26.0 


44.2 


Empl^o^ent of both parents 










necessary to meet living costs 


' 64.8 


64.9. 


71.2 


77.6 


Better for man to work and wife 










to stay home 


57.0 


62.3 


39.0 


54.5 


Men should share housework 


78.9 


76.8 


«2.0 


82.1 


Women are happier at home " 


.44.9 


60.7 


^.3 


54.7 


Sample size 


640 


259 


698 


233 



Table 3 Differentials in Fertility Expectations, by Sex, Educational Expectations, Ethnifcity, and Age 



0— ■ 




Hale 




Female ' 




All educiication pxp. 


Ethnicity and 


Expect 


Expect 


Expect ^ 


Expect' 




age 


0-12 


13+ 


0-12" • 


13+ 






school'' 


years 


school 


years 


Male P<imale 



Total 


2.40 


(2675) 


2.50 


(2577) 


2J6 


(2560) 


2.50 


(3023) 


■2.-46 


(5306) 


2.44 


(5623) 


14-17 


2.44 


(1509) 


2.61 


(1246) 


2.35 


(1318) 


2.58 


(1372) 


-2.53 


(2768) 


^ 2.^ (2698) 


18-19 


2.40 


- (705) 


2.51 


("645) 


2.39 


(675) 


2.49 


(812)* 


~2746 


-(-1360)^2^ 




20-21 


2.34 


(461) 


2.36 


(686) 


2.35 


(567) 


. 2.37 


(839) 


2.35 








Hispanic 


2.92 


(476) 


2.74 


" (40'7) 


2.74 


(452) 


2.56 


(475) 


2.84 








j 14-17 


2.95 


.(269) 


2.85 


(201) 


2.65 


(?37) 


2.64 


(250) 


2.90 


M75^ 


^ • u t 




o- / .18-19 


3.05 


(128) 


2.83 


(106) 


2.71 


(116) 


2.51 


(111) 


2.93 


( ?4n.'i 


9 fi? 


f ??5y 


1 20-21 


2.75 


(79) 


2.53 


(100) 


2.79 


'(99) 


2.47 


(114) 


2.62 


(188) 


2.61 




1 Black 


2.71 


(723) 


2.77 


. (642) 


2.20^ 


(625) 


2.44 


(795) 


2.74 


(1380) 


2.34 


(1426)^** 


1 14-17 


2.84 


(417) 


2.86 


(327) 


2.06 


(356J 


2.47 


(353) 


2.85 


(746) 


2.27 


(709)*** 




2.45 


(188) 


2.66 


(168) 


2.25 


(163) 


2.55 


(234) 


2.54 


(363) 


2.41 


(400) 


1 20-21 


2.66 


(118) 


2.78 


(1-47) 


2.53 


(106) 


2.34 


(208) 


2.72 


' (271) 


2.40 


(317)** 


j White 


2.30 


(1476) 


2.44 


(1528) 


2.36 


(1483) 


2.51 


U753) 


2.39 


(3023) 


2.44 


(3254) 


' 14-17 


2.31 


(823) 


"2.55 


(718) 


2.38 • 


(725) 


2.59 


(769) 


2.44 


'(1547) 


■ 2.50 


(1500) 


18-19 


, 2.34 


(389) 


2.47 


(371) 


2.38 


(396) 


2.47 


■ (467) 


2.41 


(766) 


2.43 


(871) 


20-21 


2.26 


(264) 


J2.29 


(439) 


2.29 


(362) 


2.36 


(517) 


2.28 


(710) 


2.33 


■ (883) 



:4 



NOTE: Sample,sizes are in- parenuheses. Asterisks refer to significance test for difference between the sexes for the total 
-^-ation group: *significant at .05 level; **significant at .01 level; ***significafit at .001 level 



Table 4 Mean Number of Children. Expected (Per 1000 Women) by Corliposite Attitude Toward Women Roles Score 
^ by Sex, Ethnicity, antj Educational Expectations " ' ^ 



Expect O'U 



Expect 13 or 



Attitude 


Total 




Hispanic ^ 


Black 




White 


Jf 


years 
school 




more year-s - — 
school 


score 


M • 


F 


M 


F 




F 


M 


F 


M 


F ■ 


M 


F , 


Total 


2452 


2440 


2826 . 


2638 


2738 


2329 ^ 


237'5 


2449 


2400 


2360 


2499 


2500 


8-12 


2450 


2209*** 


1821*** 


2463*** 


2808 


2318 


2399 


2174*** 


2350* 


1516*** 


2470 


2168 




dOOy *** 


00/1/1 


2798 


2313*** 


Ou OC 
COCO** 


Ci'iO 


cc/ L*** 




OOOC 4-4- 


00 01 


2339*** 


2373*** 


18-22 


24'4.4 


2498*** 


2713* • 


2813*** 


2682 


2309 


2385 ' 


2504** 


2373 


'.371 


2509 


2603*** 


23-27 


' 2505** 


2514*** 


2896 


2645 


2900**0* 


^250* 


2389 


2548*** 


2437 


2324 


2591*** 


2779*** 


28-40 


2614*** 


2873*** 


3047*** 


3080*** 


2818* 


2669*** 


2536*** 


2872*** 


2475** 


2668*** 


2822*** 


3254*** 



NOTE: Asterisks .refer to significance test for difference from the mean- (total) value for each group: 

*significant at the .05 level; - . • " . . - ^ . . ' 

*stgn1f icant at the'. 01 level; " ' ' . 

*significant af t!ic .001 level. , 



I 



J8- 



table 5 List of Control Variables 




2. 
3. 

A. 
5. 



7. 

8-10: 

11. 

12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 



Age of respondent 



Jresen?).-'*"""^'"^ completed, by father (or mother where father was^not 

oihlJwise'^oSeVo^"^ "'^ °" °' -""'^ "^e 14 (coded 1). 
Lived on farm or ranch at age 14 (coded 1). .Otherwise coded 0. 
Respondent's childhood religion was Catholic (coded 1). Otherwise coded 

coded"o^"^'^ childhood religion _was Protestant (coded 1) . Otherwis.e ' 

Number of years of schooling expected by respondent. 

Respondent lives ih South, West or North Census region respectivelv* 
(coded 1). Otherwise coded 0. r e^pe^cLive ly. 

nnr2"r'LS( attendance. Coded from 1 (never) to 6 (more than 

Respondent is Hispanic (coded 1).- otherwise coded 0. 

Respondent is black (coded 1). Otherwise coded 0. 

Number of siblings which the respondent has. \ 

Respondent lived with both parents at age 14 (coded 1). Otherwise coded 



16. 



coded"o^"^ ^'^^^ "'"^'^ ^""^^ P^'^e^ts in household (coded 1). otherwise 
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Table 6 Net Relationship Between Women's Role Attitude 
Composite Score and Fertility Expectations by. 
Age, Sex and Ethnicity ^ 



(Partial correlation coefficients) 
—MALE FEMALE 



Total sample i 


.05*** 


(■4721) 


. 10*** 


(5050) 


14-17. . ; 


.02 


(2455) 


. 08*** 


(2432) 


18-19 


. .06* 


(1215) , 


.09** 


(1359) 


20-21 


.11*** 


(1039) 


.17*** 


(1283) 


Hispanic 


* .09** 


(770) 


.07* 


(833) 


Black 


.05 


(1145) 


.02 


(1192) 


White 


■ ' ..0'5** 


(2805) • 


.13*** 


(304.) 



* Significant at the .05 level. 
** Significant at the .01 level, 
***Significant at the .001 level'. 



\ 



NOTE. See Table 5 fhr listing of control variables included in 
partial correlation determination. Models stratified bv 
age or ethnicity excluded the age or e\hnicity control 

ri?ohf y'^^- '^"""^ ^"^ Pa'-entheVs. Samples are 

we ghted so as to be representative of 5\S. population of 
relevant age, sex or ethnic group. \ 



\ 
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Table 7 Net Relationship Between Women's Role AttitnH^Von, -l 
Score and Fertilitv Fynor+a+^« u % '^"^^"06 Composite 
Expectatlonf - >^ Sex.and...Ed.ucationa-l- 



Hale 
Female 



IHartial correlation coefficient' 

Expect 0-12 Expect 13 or more 

^ears of school years of school 



..03 (2356) 
.05 .(2258)* 



.07 (.2365)*** 
.15 (2798)*** 



• Significant at the .05 level 
***Significant at the .001 level.. 



NOTE: 



APPENDIX 



Table^A The Women's Roles I-tems 



We are interested in your opinion about the employment of v/ives. ( HAND CARD 
U). I will read a series of statements and after each one I would like to 
TTnow whether you strongly agree, agree, disagree, or strongly disagree, 
•(first/next) READ STATEMENT, do you strongly agree, agree, disagree, or 
stronaly disagree? 

Strongly Dis- Strongly UN- 

Agree Agree agree disagree DECIDED 

a. A woman ''s place is in the home, 

not in the office or shop. 4 3 2 1 .8 

b. A wife who carries out her full 
family responsibilities doesn't 
.have time for outside employ- 

* ment. ^ , ^ ' 4 3 2 " « 1 8 . 

c. A working wife feels more useful 

than one who doesn't hold a job. .4 3 2 • 1 8 

d. The employment of wives leads to . , 

more juvenile delinquency. 4 3 2 1 8 

e. Employment of both parents is 

necessary to' keep up' with the . - 

high -cost of living. . \ 4 3 2 .1 8 

f- It is much better for everyone 
concerned if the man is the 
achiever outside the home and 
the v/oman takes care of the 

home and family. * ^-4 3 2^. 18 

g. Men should share the work 
around the house v/ith women, 
such as doing dishes, cleaning, « 

"and so forth. . .4'3.2-l 8 



h. Women are much happier if they 
stay at home and take care of 
their children. 



4 



3 2 1-8 



» \ - » 

VTTrd"aTr-oTr dT-t h e F e r t "i"T i't v "' E mirtrcrt'i o'n- "D-a't-a- 

The information on fertility expectations in this study 
is based on three questions the respondents were asked (1) 
have you ever had any children? (2) If yes, how many have 
you ever (given birth to (if female)) had (if male) at any 
time, not counting babies who were dead at birth and (3) 
Altogether, how many (more) children do you expect to 
have? If a woman (or man) had already had children, the 
respn.se§ to (2) and (3) were summed • 

The overall response rate to these questions was 
extremely high, with 99.9 percent of the sample responding 
to (1) above and 98.3 percent , provi di ng a quantitative 
response on the item on child expectations. Of the 1.7 
percent not giving a quantitative response, 1.1 percent 
indicated ^they "don't know" and virtually all the rest 
inadvertently skipped over the question. The range of real 
responses was from 0 to 20 with 92.5 percent responding 
between 0 and 4 and 5.7^^ercent responding over four. 

It is useful to compare our overall results on these 
data collected during the first few months of 1979 with data 
on fertility expectations collected by the U.S. Bureau of 
the Census in June 1978. Because of certain differences in 
the interviewing procedures, these comparisons must be 
limited to 18 to 21 year old' females. The U.S. Bureau of 
the Census did not ask the fertility history prospective 
fertility question of never-married women below the age of 



18-> -In add-.iti-on.,^ the->que^.t.i.oas on f erti 1 i t.y— intent i on s were 
only asked of female respondents. To the extent that 
certain kinds of women were probably unBer-represented among 
the actual respondents, the C.P.S, fertility data could be 

biased. Overall, 14.8 percent of age 18-24 ever married 

■» 

women and 33.8 percent of age 18-24 single women did not 
report on birth expectations, a statistic sufficiently large 
to possibly introduce bias into the Census results. 

For the 18-21 year old subset that can be compared 
between the Cens'us and NLS samples, the 'NLS- female 
respondents report significantly and systematically higher 
fertility expectations, as may be seen in Appendix Table 
lA. Within virtually every age-race-mar ital ' status subset, 
respondents in the NLS sample expect a greater number of 
children. The differences are somewhat greater for the 
black women, statistics demonstrated by the single women in 
both the 18-19 and 20-21 age groups. 

The difference between the CPB^ and NLS nuYnbers is due 
entirely to the greater number of a^plitional births expected 
in the NLS sample as there is virtually no variation between 
the two samples in the number of cKildren already born. 

An .exanri nation of the expected parity distribution for 

the NLS and CPS sample for white, black and Hispanic women 

shows that the major difference between the two samples is 

at the poles of the distribution. For both 18-19 and 20-21 

* 

year olds, a much larger proportion *of the CPS sample 
indicated that they expect to have no children. Indeed, the 

48 
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dTff erehces in some ra~stances are quite striking. Among 
Hispanics, 14.3 percent of the 18-19 CPS women and 8.6 
percent of the Hispanic 20-21 year old wbmen had indicated 
that they did not plan to have any children, compared with 
only 2.4 and 1.6 percent, respectively, among the NLS 
Hispan.ic respondents. The gaps are also quite large for the 
white and black groups. 

"Many more CPS than NLS respondents expect, in addition, 
to have only one child. Combining the zero and one point 
groups, fully 25 percent of CPS 18-21 year olds expect no 
more than one child compai'ed with only 13.2 of their Nl,S 
counterparts. 

Conversely, only 9.7 percent of the CPS 18-19 year olds 
and 8.3 percent of the CPS 20-21 year olds expect four or 
more children, compared with 17.2 and 13.7 percent for the 
comparable NLS groups. Once again, these differences are 
systematic and occur for all age, e.thnic and racial groups. 

It is possible that a modest part of the difference may 
reflect the fact that our data are for a point in time about 
,8 mor.ths later than the CPS i ntervi ey/s--consi stent with the^ 
notion- that fertility expectations for young Americans may 
be rising. It is unlikely, however, that this temporal 
artifact can explain what in aggregate terms is a 
substantial fertility difference between two nationally 
representative data sets. While this difference certainly 
warrants further investigation, it is unlikely to be of 
major relevance for this, paper, which is primarily concerned 

4y 



with expect'ation ^differentials . The NLS data systematically 
report more children expected within all ethnic and racial 
groups. Thus, comparisons between the groups are probably 
not Effected in any major way. From the perspective of 
interpreting likely fertility trends in the U.S., the CPS- 
NLS variations may 'be considered differences of major 
proporti pns~-of sufficient importance to warrant careful 

m 

consideration b^ the demographic community. 



\ 
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Table B Mean Number of Births Expected by NLS and CPS Women 



All women 
CPS NLS 



Marri ed 
CPS NLS 



Wid. , div. , sep, 
CPS NLS 



Single 
CPS MLS 



ALL RACES 



Birth"^ to date* 
18-19 
20-21 

Expected births*^ 

1^-19 

20-21 
Lifetime births 
expected* 

18-19 

20-21 

Births to date* 
18-19 
20-21 

, Expected births* 
\ 18-19 

20-21 
Lifetime births 
expected* 

18-19 

20-21 

Births to date* 
18-19 
.20-21 

Expected births* 

18-19 

20-21 
Lifetin.s births 
expected* 

18-19 ■ 

20-21 



189 
407 



1835 
1616 



2024 
2023 



181 
380 



2253 
1971 



2444 
2351 



511 
689 



1574 
1419 



540 
721 



1706 



(B-) 
931 



739 
1047 



80 
148 



79 
146 



(B) 1330___J933__2394 



1530 



971 1089 



1825 2227 



2085 2346 
2f08 .2350 



(B) 
1902 



WHITES 



2069 
_2136. 



2013 
1972 



2473 
2373 



156" 
360 


130 ■ 
301 


488 
659 


580 
669 


•tB) 
837. 


752 
879 

» 


33 
69 


• ai 

48 


1919 
1671 


2306 
2023 


1592 
1428 


1717 
1632 


(B) 
1050 


1234' 
1093 


2049 
1942 


2456 
2322 


2075 
2035 


2436 
2324 


2080 
2086 


2297 
2301 


(B) 
il8B7 


1986 
1972 


2082 
2011 


2477. 
2370 










BLACKS 








409 
775 


408 
753 


(B) 
"1136 


1117 
1025 


(B) 
(B) 


993 
1721 


^ 339 

5U3 


349 
586 


1337 
1184 


2003 
1635 


• (B) 
1333 


1384 


(B) 

(B) 


1068 
1031 


1198 


2051 
1758 


1746 
1959 


2411 
2387 


(B) 
2469 


2612 
2419 


(R) 
(B) 


2061 
2751 


1676 
1782 


2400 
2339 



*Births per 1000 women. ' ^ 

(B) Base too small to show derived measure 

- Nothing r'eported. 

NOTE- CPS data from Table 4 in Fertility of American Women , June 1978, 
Population Characteristics, p. 20, No. 34, Oct. 1979. U.S. Bureau 
of the Census. ' 



Table C / Number of Lifetime Births Expected by NLS and CP^ Women 























Total 
CPS ' NLS 


None 
CPS NLS 


One 
CPS NLS 


Two 
CPS ■ NLS 


Three 
CPS NLS 


Foqr 
CPS NLS 


Five or morej- 
CPS NLS 



18-19 100. 0* 100.0 13.5 7.1 11.5 -6.1 48.6 48.4 16.7 2i;2 6.4 12.6' 3.3 4.6 
■Whote 100.0 100.0 " 12.6 7.3 9.5 4.6 50.7 49.6 16.8 22.0 7.1 12.2 3.2 4.2 
Black U30.0 100.0 18.7 7.8 22.9 1,2.9 35.0 42.0 17.2 18.1 2.3. 12.9 3.9 - 6.4 



— HtspaTTi-c-lDOrO— T0070 HfTr^TX^ 13.8 . 9.3 45.1 48.0 12.8 17.7 7.6 16J 6.4 6.0 

20-21* 100.0 100.0 -12.0 5.6- 13.0 7.6. 48.'6 53.8 18.1 19.4 5.5 9.5 2.8 -.4.2 

White 100.0 100.0 11.8" 6.0 11.7, 6.3 50.3 55.8 17.8 19.5 5. 6.'. 8. 4 2.8 '3.9' 

Black 100.0 100.0 .13.1 4.9 21.1- 13.4" 36,2, . 45.0 21.3 19.2 4.6 12,9 3.7 4.6 

Hispanic 100.0'. 100.0 ' 8.6 1.6 19;5 10.3^' 35.0.**47.2 23.3 19.8 9.4 15.1 4.2 .6.0 

' I r 

0 

" r : ' <^ 

NOTE: CPS data from Table 4 in- Fortility of American Women , June 1-978, Population Characteristics, p. 2§, 

HO. 34, Oct. 1979, U.S. Bureau of . the Census. ^ 
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